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Agenda Item #5C

MARICOPA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS

INFORMATION SUMMARY... for your review

DATE:

February 4, 2011

SUBJECT:

Consultant Selection for the Activity-Based Travel Forecasting Model

SUMMARY:

The fiscal year (FY) 2011 MAG Unified Planning W ork Program and Annual Budget, approved by the
MAG Regional Council in May 2010, includes $500,000 for the second phase of development of the
Activity-Based Travel Forecasting Model (ABM). The purpose of the project is to complete
development of the new generation travel demand forecasting model at MAG. The ABM will allow MAG
to address emerging regional planning challenges in a timely manner. MAG has successfully
completed the first phase of the ABM development. Main deliverables from the first phase are
ava ilable on the MAG website. On December 10, 2010 MAG issued a Request for Proposals to
complete development of the MAG ABM, and implementation of the ABM at MAG. 

A single  proposal was received from PB Americas, Inc. On February 3 , 2011, a multi-agency
evaluation team reviewed the proposal from PB Americas, Inc. for the proposed project, and
recommended to MAG the se lection of PB Americas, Inc., to complete development of the second
phase of development of the Activity-Based Travel Forecasting Model for an amount not to exceed
$500,000.  The successful respondent in th is RFP process may, at MAG's discretion, also be retained
to complete Phase 3 of the project at a  cost not to exceed $500,000. 

PUBLIC INPUT:

No public input has been received.

PROS & CONS:

PROS: This project will enab le MAG and MAG member agencies to ensure that emerging planning
and travel forecasting needs are addressed in a timely manner, and proper transportation modeling
tools are available to support future transportation policy decisions and transportation project
evalua tions. 

CONS: Delaying the above work element could compromise efficiency of the transportation modeling
work required for ongoing and future  highway and transit pro jects and transportation policy decision
evaluation. Due to the complex technical nature of the development, timely initiation of the project is
importan t. 

TECHNICAL & POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

TECHNICAL: This project will dramatically improve modeling capabilities, will provide modeling tools
for evaluation of transportation policies and projects that cannot be properly evaluated under



2

assumptions of four-step trip-based travel forecasting models. It constitutes development of a new
generation travel forecasting model needed for required accuracy and consistency of the forecasts.

POLICY: The development will enable evaluation and quantitative analysis of new transportation
policies and projects and their impact on individual and household travel behavior. It will provide
support for all p lanning business processes and will provide answers to policy decision makers that
are impossible to obtain within the framework of the existing modeling tools.

ACTION NEEDED:

Recommend approval of the selection of PB Americas, Inc. to complete development of the second
phase of the Activity-based Travel Forecasting Model (ABM) for an amount not to exceed $500,000,
and, at MAG's discretion, complete Phase 3 of the project at a cost not to exceed $500,000.

PRIOR COMMITTEE ACTIONS:

On February 3, 2011, a multi-agency evaluation team reviewed the proposal from PB Americas, Inc.
for the proposed project, and recommended to MAG the selection of PB Americas, Inc., to complete
development of the second phase of the Activity-based Travel Forecasting Model (ABM) for an amount
not to exceed $500,000, and, at MAG's d iscretion, complete Phase 3 of the pro ject at a cost not to
exceed $500,000.

PROPOSAL EVALUATION TEAM

Abhishek Dayal, METRO
*Aichong Sun, PAG
*Anne MacCracken, RPTA
Anubhav Bagley, MAG
Jorie Bresnahan, City of Phoenix

Keith Killough, ADOT
Matthew Dudley, City of Glendale
Mitch Wagner, Maricopa County DOT
Ratna Korepella, Valley Metro
*Robert Yabes, City of Tempe

* Evaluation members not in attendance.

CONTACT PERSON:

Vladimir Livshits, MAG (602) 254-6300


